
 
 

Message from FastAbstracts Chair 
 

FastAbstracts, originally conceptualized by Ram Chillarege in 1998, have become a tradition and a 
significant part of ISSRE. A FastAbstract is defined as lightly reviewed two page technical paper. It 
enables researchers, industry and academia alike, to present and discuss their ideas with very quick 
turn-around time compared with regular papers. The steady gain in strength and in breadth of topics 
over the years underscores the acceptance and success of this track at ISSRE. 
 
2003 has been a record year for FastAbstracts. We received 52 submissions (30% growth over last 
year) from 12 countries. After a careful review process, 40 were accepted spanning a broad range of 
topics. The final breakdown is as follows. Security: 4 papers, reliability assurance and modeling: 6 
papers, software reliability architecture and practice: 7 papers, tools: 3 papers, network/distributed 
systems reliability engineering: 6 papers, verification and validation: 4 papers and software testing: 
10 papers. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the authors and reviewers of FastAbstracts. In the 
end, it was their contribution that has resulted in a strong track. Specifically, thanks are due to the 
following comprising the FastAbstracts review committee. 
 

 
Special thanks are due to Ram Chillarege for championing the growth and success of Fast 
Abstracts. His enthusiasm and diligence in making FastAbstracts a success is infectious. All the 
ISSRE FastAbstracts from 1998 are web-hosted by him at http://www.chillarege.com. I would also 
like to thank Yashwant Malaiya (General Chair), Bojan Cukic and Linda Rosenberg (Program Co-
Chairs) and the rest of the organizing committee for help and support in many aspects of planning 
and coordinating the FastAbstracts track.  
 
I hope you will enjoy and gain from the FastAbstracts program as much as I have in putting it 
together. 
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